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A side-event (with lunch) to the 24th Session of the ICC Assembly of States Parties, 
convened by the Centre for International Law Research and Policy (CILRAP), sponsored by Korea, Norway and Sweden,  

co-sponsored by the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF), Stockholm Centre for International Law and Justice, 
Grotius Centre for International Legal Studies, Human Rights Law Centre (University of Nottingham), Institute for 

International Peace and Security Law of the University of Cologne, Coalition for International Criminal Justice (CICJ), 
European Center for Constitutional and Human Rights, and the Norwegian Helsinki Committee (NHC). 

 
Statement by Mr. Devasheesh Bais 
Deputy Co-ordinator, Legal Tools Database 

 
The Legal Tools Database (LTD) remains the primary legal information resource for the international criminal law 
community. Your award-winning database is free to use in any part of the world with access to the Internet – and so 
we do get more than 55 million annual online hits from all parts of the world. 

There are now more than 345,000 documents in the LTD. These include decisions and case filings from 
international courts and tribunals, and also thousands of national cases concerning core international crimes. This year 
alone, we added hundreds of universal jurisdiction cases from several countries, with substantial growth in our 
Germany Collection. 

But the LTD is much more than case law. We also host international treaties, documents from international 
organizations, academic publications, national implementing legislation for core international crimes, and many other 
types of documents spread across our nine thematic collections, and hundreds of sub-collections within them. 

We are continually expanding and improving these collections to serve the needs of our users. This year, for 
example, we significantly enlarged our international peace agreements sub-collection with more than 2,000 new 
documents. Meanwhile, new decisions and filings from the ICC and the Kosovo Specialist Chambers are added 
automatically to the LTD on a daily basis. While documents from the Mechanism and the Special Criminal Court of 
the Central African Republic are regualrly incorporated. 

In 2021, the ICC Case Law Database (CLD) was launched as an integral component of the LTD. It now contains 
more than 18,000 legal findings. These are verbatim extracts of legal reasoning and conclusions from ICC decisions, 
linked tens of thousands of times to keywords that facilitate efficient research of ICC jurisprudence. 

And looking ahead, advancements in transformer-based language models have significantly improved the way 
computers interpret and organize legal text. We are actively working towards incorporating AI-supported 
functionalities in the Legal Tools in a responsible and meaningful manner in the future. 

The LTD is a digital public good and it belongs to the entire international community. CILRAP is proud to 
manage this common public good for a broad user community. I personally as Deputy Co-ordinator of the LTD, am 
very satisfied to be contributing to this service. 

We remain committed to making the LTD bigger, better and increasingly useful. Thank you for continuing to 
rely on the ICC Legal Tools Database in your work. 

http://www.cilrap.org/
https://legal-tools.org/
https://legal-tools.org/cld

